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September 22, 1899 



FBANOE. 

Sanitary report from Nantes. 

Consulate of the United States, 

Nantes, France, August 24, 1899. 

The sanitary condition of the city of Nantes has been much improved 
during recent years, as will be noticed by the following table. Especially 
is this true since the establishment of the bureau of hygiene about five 
years ago. During the five years previous to the establishment of the 
bureau the annual average number of deaths was 3,164, and the annual 
average number of deaths from the following contagious diseases during 
the same period were as follows: Typhoid fever, 77.8; smallpox, 12; 
measles, 39; scarlet fever, 3.6; whooping cough, 20; diphtheria, 41.6; 
dysentery, 2.6 ; puerperal affections, 8.6 ; erysipelas, 8.6. Total average 
from the above-named contagious diseases during the five years, 213.8. 

The table shows the total number of deaths during each of the past 
four years, and also the number during the same period from contagious 
diseases named. 



Diseases. 



Years- 



1895. 1896. 1897. 1898. 



Total number of deaths. 

Typhoid fever 

Smallpox 

Measles 

Scarlet fever 

Whooping cough 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery 

Puerperal fever 

Erysipelas 

Total 



2,952 



2,710 



171 



61 



2,606 



48 
1 
1 
2 
13 
11 
1 
3 
7 



87 



The average death rate per thousand from all causes during the five 
years previous to the establishment of the bureau of hygiene was 25.30. 
For the year 1897, 21.54; for the year 1898, 20.72. During the same 
five vears the average death rate from contagious diseases was 1.70 per 
thousand; in 1897, 0.48, and in 1898, 0.69. In 1895 the number of 
deaths from tuberculosis was 593 ; in 1896, 564 ; in 1897, 518 ; in 1898, 
496. This indicates a decrease of 97 deaths from tuberculosis in the 
year 1898 as compared with the year 1895. During the years 1892 and 
1893 cholera appeared along the coast of Brittany, at L' Orient, and east 
as far as Nantes. Since then greater efforts have been made to improve 
the sanitary condition. 

The water supply, taken from the Eiver Loire, is very impure, and 
the authorities are endeavoring to obtain the supply from some other 
source. The city, like many others in France, has no regular system 
of sewerage. Nearly all the dwellings and apartment houses have cess- 
pools into which all the filth, liquid and solid, is drained. Many of 
these pools are located under the houses. These vaults are sealed up, 
however, and are not so offensive by any means as the open privy vault 
so frequent in American cities and towns. When they fill up they are 
cleaned out by the aid of a suction pipe, which conducts the contents 
into a closed wagon tank. All garbage accumulating in the streets 
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during the day is swept into piles the following morning and carted out 
of the city. Owing to the excessive number of dogs constantly run- 
ning about the streets, the narrow sidewalks are often unfit for pedes- 
trians. The lower classes among the men are immodest, if not to say 
indecent, when visiting the numerous urinals located at various places 
along the streets and near the public buildings. These are not closed 
buildings, but in most cases are composed of metal latticework, with 
a metal plate about 18 inches wide with the lower edge about 12 inches 
from the ground. This plate is fastened upon the front of the lattice- 
work and is intended to obstruct the view of the passers-by from the 
occupant of the urinal. One of these detestable places may be seen at 
each of the main entrances of the post-office. Here men may be seen 
in the urinals, and also going out and in at all times in full view of the 
lady patrons of the post-office. Frequently garden walls along the 
streets are used as urinals by this same class of men. The hot rays of 
the sun beaming upon these exposed places cause very offensive and 
dangerous odors to arise. Le Petit Phare, one of the leading news- 
papers of the city, has commenced a crusade against these places with 
a view to having them abolished. 

Joseph I, Brittain, 
United States Consul at Nantes. 

Plague precautions at Bordeaux. 

Consulate of the United States, 

Bordeaux, France, August 28, 1899. 

Sib : Eeferring to my unnumbered dispatch of August 24, 1899, in 
regard to the plague as a possible fact at this port, I have the honor to 
inform you that a meeting of the consular corps at this city was called 
for the 28th instant with the purpose, as stated, to consider the subject, 
of asking information of the prefect of this department as to the meas- 
ures the French Government proposes to take and of consulting on 
what reports should be made to our respective governments upon this 
subject. 

I declined to attend said conference or be bound by its action or 
recommendations — 

(1) Because in my judgment we have no right to demand of the pre- 
fect what his government proposes to do in a contingency that may 
never arise. 

(2) That to offer advice in such a matter would be downright imperti- 
nence. "We can only assume that the prefect will do what ought to be 
done. 

(3) Because I am responsible for what I may report to my Govern- 
ment, not to the consular corps. * * * 

The denial that the Oporto outbreak resulted from any direct com- 
munication between that port and India is putting a new and more 
serious complexion on the event. If true that it came from a vessel 
which stopped there on its return trip from England, it is probably 
another evidence of the efficiency of the rat as a plague disseminator. 

Should it be thought necessary for our Government to take any 
preventive measures, I can not too strongly recommend that among 
the most important of such measures may be a requirement that every 
exposed or suspected ship shall be fumigated with sulphur under closed 
hatches for a period sufficient to eradicate the last one of these rodents 
before granting a bill of health. 



